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. ously: seusible state of -
_ Wisconsin, .led" by VltS

Alabama North

% exas, Georgia and even Mlss1ssipp1 have
-all passed tort refori to impreve their

economies and stop tfie exodus of doc—,

tors. But now bidding to take theu: place asa fa-
vorite triallawyerdes- .
tination is the previ- |

_Supreme Court.
~ In a pair-of rulmgs Iast month the court

tossed out the state’s cap on honeconomic dam '

ages in' médical me,lpraotlce icases,-4nd. it

‘ scendmg on the state and posmg as a cheese-
head L

and drive docfors to.other states. ..

: The 4-3 court ma,]ority offered the:h1ghly cre- _

: ature judgment thigt caps. on: such-damages are -

“patently:arbitrary” with {'no rational relation g

r)nment interest:” But:

e lf dlseouraging fnvalous leg‘al ele.nns tomake
3 e GAbIG an Hate .

“-ship to a lagitimate gover

Wwoonsm puts out the welcome
' mat for trial Lawyers.

_ tured 1t in; tlle flrst place

‘blessed a theory of lead paint lltlgatron that “d G
will séon have every: trial lawyer in Amerjrade- .

. :gome’ pomt in: the past aud for
ruled that they could *have colleetwely eentnb 'j_‘ -

On medlcal 11ab111ty the four ]udges toppled ‘
'what had béen-a highly successful medical lia-
. blhty reform passed by the state legislature in
-1995, That law had. established-a. $350,000 -
cep-—$445 75 today- as adjusted--for infla--
~ tion=-on noneconomic damages, which are the.
* intangible, unquantlflable damages such-as . s
-mental distress or pain and suffering Récent :
. studies have shown that these are the. damages— -
- ¢omprising more ‘than 70% of: malpracncet ¢
awards-~that tend to drive-up 1nsurance ra,tes E ilp i
© 7 glon- grves defendants very ihcen e-to‘settl -
: rather then rlskatri riggingth ;

s damage-swith its 42lead paint ruling: The .
" court ruled that a Milwaukee teenager suffer

ing mild retardatlon may suea group of compa
‘nies that: proceSSed a pigment formerly used-in
soine paints called’ white lead carbonate: The
pla,mtlff may have mgested it-.as' a child, -
though ‘his attorneys .
= couldn’t say for cer-- .
tam .

“Nor could theysay .
when ‘the .white lead .~

" .carbonate he may or may not hiave. ingested”

was manufactured or; ha.t company manufac—'. .

,the eourt

5 'p j$6 challenge 1o W1. con-'-.; .
vho: hiave . essentlally been. . .
;persen judmial legzlslature =

ﬁ . N )

enormons -The last, tfun Wiscons: needs1s. a.
reputation as a cold-weather Alahama






